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the line followed by the traffic which brought together these
influences from China and the West. But any attempt at this
difficult task was precluded at the time. Our ice store had run low,
and increasing illness among the men showed how exposure told on
them. While the main body was sent back direct to the terminal
Tarim, I myself moved with a few men through the unexplored
desert south-westwards. A seven days' tramp across high ridges of
sand brought us to ice-bound lagoons from the Tarim, whence
Charkhlik was regained.

When moving into the Lop desert I had passed and rapidly
prospected  a ruined site some fifty miles to  the north-east of
Charkhlik, and a cultivated patch not far off, known as Mlran.   I
returned to this site by the close of January, and found three weeks'
hard work, carried on amidst icy gales almost constantly blowing,
.amply rewarded.   A large ruined fort rising above the wind-swept
gravel plain proved to have sheltered a Tibetan garrison during the
eighth:ninth century A.D. The accumulated refuse filling its rooms and
half-underground hovels yielded Tibetan records on wood and paper,
,. often complete." The number in the end exceeded a thousand.
Examination by Professors F. W. Thomas and A. H.  Francke
..sfarows them to be mainly office papers relating to troop movements,
frontier posts, etc.   The total absence of Chinese writing is signi-
ficant, as was also the appearance of 'Runic' Turkish in a small,
crumpled packet of papers.

Much older and of greater interest were the art remains brought
to light from debris mounds of Buddhist shrines. Conclusive
archaeological evidence showed that these must have been in ruin
centuries before the Tibetan occupation. From one emerged
remnants of colossal stucco relievos representing Buddhas, showing
the closest relation to Graeco-Buddhist sculpture. The influence of
Hellenistic art was reflected still more strikingly in tempera paintings